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Accomplishments Through Collaboration:

Expedition to San Blas, Mexico

By Amy Donnelly

For decades, Liga International (The Flying Doctors of 
Mercy) has hosted recurring clinics, providing medical 
care to disadvantaged individuals in rural locations in the 
state of Sinaloa in northwest Mexico. This work includes 
running a small multi-specialty medical clinic in the 
town of San Blas twice a year.

The Eye Team is a close-knit, well-established group that 
has worked together for years both in the U.S. and in San 
Blas.  It consists of three ophthalmologists, three R.N.’s, 
and two medical students who handle the pre-screening 
clinic.  This expedition was led by Robert Miller, M.D., 
Jeff Rutgard, M.D., and Johnathan Pearlman, M.D.  SEE 
International supports this clinic by donating some of the 
crucial supplies the Eye Team needs, including intra-
ocular lenses to treat some of the hundreds of patients 
waiting for sight-restoring cataract surgery.

In May 2007, I was thrilled to participate as a volunteer 
on the trip and was prepared to help in any way possible.  
Having coordinated similar expeditions for SEE Interna-
tional, I was eager to learn what it is really like to work 

performed a total of 67 sight-restoring cataract surgeries. 
This means 67 people can now see, and their families can 
pursue the work and studies they had given up in order 
to take care of their blind, dependent relative. The 
impact of sight-restoring cataract surgery is generational 
and affects more than just the health and quality of life of 
an individual: It has a significant social and economic 
ripple affect.

(Continued on page 5)

tional, I was eager to learn what it is r
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directly with the local 
patients our organiza-
tion seeks to help. After 
traveling on three, 
small charter planes 
flown by volunteer 
pilots, the Eye Team 
finally arrived in San 
Blas on a Thursday 
afternoon. Not a 
moment was wasted. 
The Team immediately 
started setting up the 
clinic, the pre-
operative area and the 
operating room.  In 
two days, the Eye Team  
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Dr. Bob Miller (right) and his son, volunteer 
Adam Miller (left), participated in 

67 surgeries over two days
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Kendra Kenyon, Ph.D.,  introduces Emilia 
Nwokoro, President of the Rotary Club of Karu, 

Abuja, to the Adopt-A-Village Campaign

SEE International at the 

2007 Rotary International Convention

u,
SEE Volunteer Carole Self and  

International Development Consultant, 
Kendra Kenyon, Ph.D. , with an Interact 

student from Thailand 
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Bob Hansen (far right), VP of SEE International, greets 
fellow Rotarians (from left to right) Steve Boehm, Eric 

Boehm, M. Aslam Chishti, and Zam

Levels of Sponsorship

GuardianGuardian
$2,500 Gift

$1,000 Gift
1. Gift of sight to over five people 
2. Listed as Village Sponsor
3. Recognition in annual aeport
4. Certificate of appreciation
5. Recognition at SEE International’s annual gala 

StewardSteward

All the benefits of a FriendFriend, plus:
1. The gift of sight to over ten people
2. Recognition in quarterly newsletter
3. Website mention 

FriendFriend

$5,000 Gift

VisionaryVisionary
$10,000 Gift

All the Benefits of a StewardSteward, plus the 
   following upgrades:
1. Full naming rights of a SEE Expedition
2. The gift of sight to over 50 people
3. Four tickets to SEE International’s annual gala

All the benefits of a GuardianGuardian, plus:
1. Co-naming rights of a SEE Expedition
2. The gift of sight to over 25 people
3. Volunteer opportunity
4.  Banner and  local publicity 
5. Two tickets to SEE’s annual gala

Adopt a Village
A SEE International Campaign to Restore Sight Worldwide

We would like to 
thank our first 

Adopt- A- Village  
participant:

DNA Health Institute

DNA has pledged 
$10,000 to sponsor an 

expedition to 
Moquegua, Peru.

SEE International, Inc., participated at the  2007 Rotary International Convention in Salt Lake City, UT.  Over 800 
Rotarians from around the world visited SEE’s booth to learn about SEE’s sight-restoring expeditions and how they can 
become involved.  SEE International’s goal is  to partner with Rotary clubs around the world in an effort to support 
current SEE expedition sites, as well as establish new ones. If you are a Rotary club member and would like to get your 
club involved, please e-mail us at rotary@seeintl.org, or call us at (805)963-3303 x27 or 1-800-208-6733 (US only).     
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