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LETTER FROM DON BELL, PRESIDENT AND CEO
DEAR FRIENDS,

You’ll notice this Sight-
ings letter resembles a 
newspaper. For those of 
my generation it might 
stir distant memories 
of a simpler time before 
we got our news from 
comedians and influ-
encers. 

You’ll also notice that we’ve taken the unusual ap-
proach of printing good news. That’s because the 
past few months at SEE have produced lots of it. 
Inside, you’ll find a story about the incredible work 
done by SEE’s Humanitarian(s) of the Year, along 
with the unmatched dedication to patient care 
exhibited by our direct supply partners in El Sal-
vador through their SEE-supported outreach pro-
gram! You’ll also learn about the overwhelming suc-
cess of our 50th Anniversary Gala, which brought 
together past and present leaders, donors and sup-
porters, international partners, volunteer surgeons, 
and those actively shaping SEE’s next 50 years. 

 These are just a few of the life-changing stories that 
took place during 2024. As we approach the year’s 
end, we reflect upon all that’s been accomplished 
and take a moment to appreciate those who’ve en-
abled it to happen. That includes you. Your support 
of SEE’s work reaches more than 40 countries and 
over 55,000 surgical patients each year. Together, 
we’ve created meaningful change. 

 On behalf of the entire SEE family, we wish you a 
happy holiday season and look forward to sharing 
our ambitious plans for 2025. 

With gratitude and appreciation, 

Don Bell
President & CEO
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,

SEE is excited to announce 
that our 50th Anniversary Gala 
was an overwhelming success! 
We had such a wonderful time 
celebrating this milestone with 
hundreds of our dedicated 
partners, supporters, and vol-
unteers.  

The SEE team is deeply grate-
ful to everyone who joined us 
in this unforgettable celebra-
tion. Our supporters made this 

milestone truly meaningful, and 
we are thrilled to share that we 
raised over $320,000 togeth-
er. This incredible achievement 
will propel SEE’s vision into the 
future, transforming thousands 
of lives through sight-restoring 
care.  

We would like to extend our 
deepest appreciation to all of 
our sponsors for making this 
event possible: Our Ophthal-
mic Ambassadors; Drs. Illene 
and Jeff Levenson. Our Eye-
sight Advocates; Genentech, 
The Julia Stearns Dockweiler 
Charitable Foundation, and Drs. 
Madhavi and Sundeep Reddy. 
Our Optical Partners; The Hut-
ton Parker Foundation. And our 
Supporters of Sight; CenCal 
Health, Sansum Clinic, Dr. Da-
vid and Patricia Markoff, and 
Drs. Randall and Karen Good-
man of Shepard Eye Center, 
and Montecito Bank & Trust.  

If you didn’t get a chance to 
give in celebration of SEE’s 
50th Anniversary, there’s still 

time! Your support can bring 
the gift of sight to those in 
need just in time for the holi-
days. You can send a donation 
via the envelope on page 6, or 
by scanning the QR code be-
low.  

From all of us at SEE, thank you 
for believing in our mission and 
joining this inspiring communi-
ty. Here’s to the next 50 years 
of changing the world through 
humanitarian eyecare!  

SEE S 50TH GALA - A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

Scan to give online.
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In 2014, SEE launched the an-
nual Humanitarian of the Year 
Award to honor the outstand-
ing dedication and achieve-
ment of volunteer ophthalmol-
ogists, local optometrists, and 
partner organizations that are 
committed to making eyecare 
more accessible worldwide. 
Please join us in recognizing 
and celebrating the wonderful 
2024 recipients of this award! 

Blue Planet Eco-Eyewear com-
bines eco-friendly design with 
social responsibility, crafting 
eyewear from recycled or nat-
ural materials and donating a 
pair to someone in need with 
every purchase. Since 2019, 
they have donated over 3 mil-
lion pairs of sunglasses, read-
ers, and blue light glasses to 
SEE, significantly enhancing 
patients’ quality of life and 
playing a vital role in the suc-
cess of SEE’s local programs.

Dr. Jim Conahan got his med-
ical degree from Creighton 
University, and did his ophthal-
mology residency at Scott and 
White Hospital/Texas A&M in 
Temple, Texas. He began his 
mission work abroad in 1998 
in Mante, Mexico. In 2006 with 
his 3 children and wife Molly, 
he founded “The Mission of 
Healing Eyes” in Zihuatanejo, 
Mexico. Over the last 35 mis-
sions, they have provided over 
4,000 cataract surgeries, all 
supported by SEE Internation-
al. Dr. Conahan had a private 
practice in Highlands Ranch, 
Colorado for 30 years before 
leaving in 2023 to expand his 
mission in Zihuatanejo and 
pursue other SEE sponsored 
missions.

Dr. Jeremy Joseph began his 
humanitarian work early in his 
career while a senior resident 
in London. He later learned 
about SEE International in Oc-

ular Surgery News Internation-
al and signed up for his first 
SEE trip to Zimbabwe. He has 
since continued traveling for 
humanitarian work through-
out his career as a Consultant 
Ophthalmologist in London. 
Recently, he has increased the 
number of trips he takes annu-
ally, now traveling for about 5 
humanitarian eyecare missions 
each year. 

Dr. Joseph is committed to 
exposing younger ophthal-
mologists to SEE’s work, and 
feels that delivering eyecare to 
underserved and diverse coun-
tries is a wonderful privilege 
that he recommends to all oph-
thalmologists. 

Dr. Reed Kindermann, a grad-
uate of the University of Penn-
sylvania and the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine, 
completed his ophthalmology 
residency and pediatric oph-
thalmology fellowship at Wills 
Eye Hospital in Philadelphia. 
He established a private prac-
tice in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 
while teaching at Wills Eye 
Hospital and Cooper Hospital, 
Rowan School of Medicine. 
Committed to global service, 
Dr. Kindermann began volun-
teering abroad immediately 
after his training and has since 
provided humanitarian eye-

2024 HUMANITARIAN AWARD WINNERS

Reed 
Kindermann, M.D.

Jeremy 
Joseph, M.D.

Blue Planet  
Eco-Eyewear

James 
Conahan, M.D.
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care with Orbis, the U.S. gov-
ernment, and SEE, traveling 
to countries such as Georgia, 
Laos, Cambodia, Guatemala, 
Peru, Haiti, Ecuador, and Na-
mibia. 

Dr. Michael Paveloff began his 
humanitarian ophthalmology 
work in 1994 by designing the 
Mission Program in Bakers-
field, California, providing cat-
aract and pterygium surgeries 
for migrant farm workers. After 
moving to Santa Barbara in 
1996, he connected with SEE 
International founders Dr. Harry 
Brown and Dr. John Crowder, 
inspiring him to expand his 
efforts locally and globally. For 
over 30 years, Dr. Paveloff has 
restored vision in underserved 
communities worldwide and 
now leads the SEE Vision Care 
Program, offering free eyecare 
to patients in the Tri-Coun-
ties. Honored with numerous 
awards, he remains dedicated 
to SEE’s mission both locally 
and abroad. 

In 1958, Dr. George Primbs 
served as a Captain Flight Sur-

geon in Libya, where he joined 
a WHO team to combat tra-
choma in North Africa, later 
providing advanced eyecare 
at a UN-funded hospital. After 
establishing a private practice 
in Santa Barbara, he partnered 
with his former student, Dr. 
Harry Brown, to found SEE 
International, securing funding, 
hosting the incorporation meet-
ing, and serving as Chairman, 
President, and CEO until 2007. 
Together, they trained profes-
sionals and expanded SEE’s 
global reach, leaving a lasting 
legacy in the fight against pre-
ventable blindness. We honor 
his remarkable contributions 
and memory. 

Dr. Rajesh Saini is a dedicat-
ed healthcare management 
professional with expertise in 
community eyecare, hospital 
administration, and patient 
care. With a Master of Philos-
ophy in Hospital and Health 
Systems Management from 
BITS-Pilani and certifications in 
quality healthcare and human 
resource management, he has 
been instrumental in advancing 
efficient hospital operations. 
Since joining Siliguri Greater 
Lions Eye Hospital in 2017, 
Dr. Saini has been an active 
member of organizations such 
as the Academy of Hospital 
Administration, ASQUA, and 
ISQUA, and was elected Presi-
dent of Vision2020: The Right 
to Sight – India in 2023.

Sansum Clinic, now part of 
Sutter Health, is the largest 
non-profit outpatient health-
care organization between Los 
Angeles and the Bay Area, with 
a century-long commitment to 
community health.  

Sansum Clinic partners with 
SEE Vision Care to provide free 
eyecare services to SEE pa-
tients who have no health and/
or vision insurance, enabling 
members of our local commu-
nities to receive high-quality 
services and treatment with-
out worries over cost. Since 
the start of this partnership in 
2019, Sansum Clinic’s eye spe-
cialists and medical staff have 
provided eyecare to 150 un-
insered patients (delivering 941 
services.)  

Sansum Clinic, now 
part of Sutter Health

Michael Paveloff,  
M.D., F.A.C.S.

George B. Primbs, 
M.D., F.A.C.S

Rajesh 
Saini, M.D.
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GIVE SIGHT FOR THE HOLIDAYS
This holiday season, you have 
the power to bring the gift of 
sight to communities around 
the world! The stories in this is-
sue reflect the profound impact 
that your support makes possi-
ble. Your contribution can bring 
light and joy to those in need of 
accessible eyecare just in time 
for the holidays. 

As the year comes to a close, 
we hope you will consider mak-
ing a lasting difference by giving 
back to our global community. 
To make a donation, please use 
the enclosed envelope or scan 
the QR code. Let’s end the year 
by changing lives together! 

Oh, boy! 
What a gift!

Sight!
The gift of 

Scan to give online.
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SEE’s Direct Supply Support 
site with Pazsalud at Rosales 
National Hospital in El Salvador 
is thriving! In 2021, PazSalud 
partnered with SEE Internation-
al and Alcon to connect donat-
ed surgical supplies with local 
ophthalmologists who then per-
form cataract surgeries on eco-
nomically marginalized seniors. 
This October, PazSalud and Ro-
sales Hospital teamed up for a 
cataract surgery mission with 
support from SEE and Alcon to 
help underprivileged El Salva-
dorian patients who rely on free 
sight-restoring care. 

SEE and Alcon donated the sup-
plies necessary for PazSalud 
and Rosales Hospital to oper-
ate on patients in need, many 
of whom were on the hospital’s 
waiting list until a charitable 
surgery option became avail-
able. Because the hospital’s 
budget doesn’t cover all the 
medical supplies needed for 
surgery, SEE and Alcon donate 
myriad surgical materials such 
as intraocular lenses, scalpels, 
suture thread, ocular gel, and 
other supplies throughout the 
year. 

During the October clinic, PazSa-
lud received patients from dis-
parate locations in El Salvador, 
all seeking care for debilitating 
conditions with the hopes of 
improving their lives. They are 
cobblers, housewives, welders, 
farmers, teachers, cooks, street 
vendors, tortilla makers, garden-
ers, repairmen, seamstresses, 

and whatever jobs they can find 
to get by. With little to no vision, 
many struggle to walk as they 
grapple with other disabilities 
and illnesses. These individuals 
are forced to work disabled, of-
ten dependent on their families 
for support. What unites them 
above all else is the need for 
free sight-restoring surgery that 
would allow them to lead safer, 
happier lives once again. 

Among the patients who re-
ceived care through this Direct 
Supply site was 81-year-old 
Irma, who lives with her chil-
dren and grandchildren in the 
outskirts of San Salvador. 

Irma is too old to work but con-
tributes to the family by doing 
household chores and caring 
for the grandchildren while their 
parents are at work. But the ad-
vancing cataracts in both eyes 
made it difficult for Irma to do 
even basic chores. With her vi-
sion waning, she feared burning 
herself or one of her grandchil-
dren in the kitchen, falling when 
going to the market for food, 
and most of all, losing her abili-
ty to care for her family.  

After receiving successful sur-
gery with the help of SEE’s di-
rect supply support, Irma has 
regained significant vision. She 
will now be able to live without 
fear and fully participate in fam-
ily life with a renewed sense of 
confidence and independence.  

Each surgery provided through 
this partnership is more than 
just a procedure; it’s a life re-
newed, and a testament to the 
power of accessible, compas-
sionate care. 

Sensi&vity: General Business Use.  This document contains proprietary informa&on and is intended for business use only. 

fixing transmissions in buses in a dark auto shop for lidle wages and his cataracts have grown so advanced in both eyes he has lost his 
ability to perform even basic repairs he has been doing most of his life.  Fabian knows he will be fired from his job if he can’t see and 
with no savings or pension, he needs to work to live.  ARer his expenses of paying for rent, u&li&es and groceries plus financially 
helping his children and grandchildren, Fabian doesn’t have the means to afford cataract surgery in a private clinic, even a subsidized 
one.  The team performed a successful surgery on one eye and Fabian is scheduled to return in three months to get surgery on the 
other.   

Irma, 81, lives with her children and grandchildren in a small, precarious, corrugated metal shack in the outskirts of San Salvador.  
She is too old to work but what she can contribute to the family is doing household chores and caring for the grandchildren while the 
parents are at work.  With advancing cataracts in both eyes, however, it is now difficult for Irma to do even basic chores.  With her 
vision waning, she fears burning herself or one of her grandchildren in the kitchen, she fears falling when goes to the market for 
food, and most of all, she fears her ability to care for her family will evaporate and with it, her usefulness to the ones she loves most.  
Cataracts deprive people’s ability to engage in the world and robs their self-worth, making them feel like burdens on society.  ARer a 
successful surgery at the PazSalud mission, Irma will gain significant vision and return soon for surgery the other eye. 

Synergy with PazSalud’s Optometry Missions 
During PazSalud’s Optometry and Cataract Screening (OCS) missions, our team of optometry students from the University of Dr. 
Andrés Bello (UNAB) regularly iden&fies pa&ents who need cataract surgery and gives them formal referrals to Rosales Hospital; one 
of only two public hospitals in El Salvador currently performing subsidized charitable cataract surgery.  Typically referrals can only be 
done by regional government clinics but because of how PazSalud’s OCS are structured and the quality of service we provide, 
PazSalud was given permission to refer cataract pa&ents directly to the hospital, enabling a more direct and robust flow of cataract 
pa&ents eligible for charitable surgery at Rosales.  At this CatS, we saw several pa&ents who were referred from PazSalud’s 2023 and 
2024 optometry missions.
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DIRECT SUPPLY SUPPORT - EL SALVADOR
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cataract surgery patients to purchase their intraocular lens (IOL), the ocular gel used to maintain the shape of the eye during the 
surgery, and a scalpel for a total cost to the patient of roughly $150.  Hundreds of patients simply can not afford this and must remain 
on the hospital’s waiting list until a charitable surgery option becomes available.  PazSalud selects those patients without the means 
to purchase pre-surgery supplies and SEE/Alcon donated myriad surgical materials we needed for the CatS mission, such as intra-
ocular lenses, scalpels, suture thread, ocular gel, and other supplies.  Alcon supplies are widely recognized by surgeons all over the 
world as the best that can be obtained anywhere and their quality not only ensures that the patients will have the best result 
possible but also that the surgeon will have the fewest complications during the surgery, increasing the chances for a quick patient 
recovery time and a successful outcome. 

Additional Donations 
With so much international assistance, it has a catalyzing effect on the local team to donate what they can to the collective effort.  In 
addition to their time during the week-long mission, Drs. Jule and Cuchillas donated medical supplies they purchased locally, from 
intra-ocular lenses to ibuprofen, and they subsidized medically necessary pre-surgery exams not available at Rosales Hospital.  
PazSalud, additionally, purchased key supplies for the phacoemulsifiers as well as post-op medications for the patients.  Between SEE 
International, Alcon, Rosales Hospital and PazSalud, the mission was a thoroughly collaborative effort.   

Equipment Lending 
When PazSalud reoriented its mission post-COVID, we iden&fied the need to leverage the valuable surgical equipment we already 
own to the benefit of our in-country partners doing charitable cataract surgery missions.  In planning the mission with leadership at 
Rosales, we wanted to expand the team’s pa&ent capacity as much as possible, to do so PazSalud lent the hospital its 
phacoemulsifier (aka ‘phaco’; cataract removal device) and surgical microscope.  In addi&on, Rosales arranged for Alcon-El Salvador 
to loan them a state-of-the-art Legion phaco so in total, the mission operated with an Alcon Infinity, a Laureate, and a Legion. 

Resident Training 
Rosales Hospital is one of only four ophthalmology teaching facili&es in El Salvador and it is also the most pres&gious.  Residents 
compete to do their residency at Rosales for their respectable annual pa&ent count as well as the facili&es and faculty on staff.  
Rosales is eager to host a CatS because it allows residents to train on good equipment, to learn from Salvadoran experts in their field, 
and have the opportunity to provide care to over 100 pa&ents in one week.  A CatS is the perfect opportunity to expose residents to 
an intensive, high-quality teaching experience they could not get any other way.   
 
Pa?ent Profile 
Like all PazSalud’s missions, the goal is to serve the country’s 
most vulnerable and economically marginalized pa&ents.  
During the CatS mission at Rosales Hospital, PazSalud 
received pa&ents from disparate loca&ons in El Salvador all 
seeking quality, charitable care for a debilita&ng condi&on 
with the hopes of drama&cally improving their lives.  They 
are cobblers, housewives, welders, farmers, teachers, cooks, 
street vendors, tor&lla makers, gardeners, repairmen, 
seamstresses, and whatever jobs they can find just to get by.  
They came to us with advanced cataracts, they had lidle to 
no vision, in many cases they struggled to walk, and dozens 
had previous disabili&es or illnesses.  They are all too poor to 
afford the supplies they need for surgery, they live in varying 
degrees below the poverty line, they are forced to work disabled, their lives are consumed by the daily struggle to just survive, and 
their cataracts pose an imminent threat to that survival.  Most had to borrow money for transporta&on just to get to Rosales and 
many are completely dependent on family to support them.  What united them above all else is that they were all praying for a 
successful surgery that would allow them to lead a safer, happier life that would enable them to be produc&ve once again.  They 
yearn for a life that would allow them to once again reengage their world and par&cipate like they had before and experience once 
again the joy of living.   

Fabian, 76, has been laboring since he was single digits old.  First by helping his dad in the small family field where they grew corn 
and beans, then once he was in his early teens, he bounced from one back-breaking manual labor job to the next.  There was no 
grade school or high school where he grew up and even if there was, Fabian’s parents needed him to work either at home or for 
someone else to earn money for the family.  Now in his seven&es, Fabian s&ll needs to work to survive.  He works 6 days a week 
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info@seeintl.org

Phone: (805) 963-3303

As we celebrate the holiday 
season, we want to express 
our heartfelt gratitude for your 
generous support and part-
nership throughout the year. 
Together, we’re bringing light 
and hope to so many lives, 
and it’s an honor to have you 
by our side in this mission. 

Wishing you and your loved 
ones joy, peace, and a bright 
holiday season. We look for-
ward to another year of mak-
ing a difference together!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM SEE!

Peace,
Joy

Love!
and


